“Efforts of Himalaya Seva Sangh (HSS) On Water Issues in the Mountains”

Introduction

Activities under-taken by Himalaya Seva Sangh and its partner organizations on water and sanitation issues in the Himalayan region with the support of Arghyam up to Feb 2009 are mentioned as under. 

Project Partners

Himalaya Seva Sangh in the final phase of this project implementation has intervened in a new area called Khairna of Nainital district directly through its activist Shri Surendra Singh Jalal. The Organizations Himalaya Seva Sangh has been working with are as under 

· Himalayee Paryavaran Shiksha Sansthan, Uttarkashi

· Tarun Paryavaran Vigyan Sansthan, Dunda-Uttarkashi

· Himalayee Sanskriti Sanrakshan Sansthan, Damta - Uttarkashi 

· Himalaya Paryavaran Jadi Buti Agro Sansthan, Uttarkashi 

· Himcon, -Tehri Garhwal                 

· Kasturba Mahila Utthan Mandal (Laxmi Ashram), -Kausani – Almorah

· Gandhi Seva Center, Poonch, Jammu & Kashmir

· Shaikshanik Gramonati Samiti ,  Ganai Gangoli- Pithoragarh

· Mahila Hatt , Almorah

· HSS , Nainital Region

Water Forums:

The initiatives on water and sanitation issues under taken by HIMCON, a partner organization of Himalaya Seva Sangh in the Ranichouri and Sabli villages of Tehri Garhwal District has influenced six other neighboring villages of Chamba Block namely Haswan Gaon, Kemsain, Chopriyal Gaon, Chopriyali, Bidkot and Swadi. The villagers came forward to form Water Forums with the support of HIMCON and have taken steps for construction and desilting of water harvesting structures. Major population of these villages is participating in the regular monthly meetings that are being organized on specific dates in each village where our activists are also present to initiate and plan future programs. The water forums in these villages have also prepared nurseries and planted saplings and seeds of local variety of water conserving species like Banj, Bhimal, Sinsiyara, Guriyal, Siwali, Guchi Ghas, Bans, Ginni, Brom, Dolini and Rai. 

HSS has also taken initiatives in the Khairna region of Nainital District in around twenty villages to form village level committees involving active men and women working on Water and forest issues. People from these villages actively participated in a mobile workshop and campaign march organized by HSS.  Our partners in Uttarkashi and Pithoragarh have taken similar initiatives and the details of it will be given in the final report which is being compiled. 

Chaals and Springs

In the Chamba block of Tehri Garhwal district 15 Chaals (small ponds or water harvesting structures) have been constructed by villagers of Hansvan Gaon, Kemsain, Choprial Gaon, and Bidkot with the guidance and support of HIMCON under this program. 

Many other new Chaals have been made and revival of the old ones done by de-silting them with the efforts of our partners in different parts of Uttarakhand . A detailed listing of this will be given in a report that HSS is compiling to bring out the impact of this project in this region. 

One of our partner organizations Mahila Hatt has made special efforts in the Almora district for reviving the art of making Naula (a traditional structure made of stones around a spring to collect spring water that is seen in the Kumaon region of Uttarakhand) under this program. 

Slow Sand Filter

All the 4 (Four) Slow Sand Filters for providing safe drinking water planned under this project have been constructed by HSS with the help of HIMCON team in the Chamba block of Tehri Garhwal.  Apart from the existing one constructed under this program, one more Slow Sand Filter has been constructed in village Chopariali, to provide clean and safe drinking water to all the clusters of this village.  Village Chopariali is located very close to the National Highway; and these structures will also be used as models to demonstrate a natural technique for providing safe drinking water. 

Himalaya Seva Sangh along with HIMCON organized a public meeting at Village Chopriali along with a press meet on the 23rd of September to popularize this technique. Many nearby villagers and representatives from Voluntary organizations attended this meeting. Mr. Vishvanath from Arghyam also participated in the program while inaugurating the Slow Sand Filter. Local newspapers and media flashed it and the villagers and HIMCON have started getting visitors and inquiries to know more about it. 

The fourth Water filter is constructed in village Kemsain of Chamba block and will provide safe and clean drinking water to a cluster of 17(seventeen) households of the village. Participation of the village community in the construction and maintenance of these structures is very encouraging and the villagers after understanding this simple water purification technique explain it to the nearby villagers and visitors who are showing interest in adopting the same in their respective areas. 

Mobile Workshop / Work camp   

A week long mobile workshop and campaign march ( padyatra ) focussing on water and sanitation issues was organized by Himalaya Seva Sangh in the Khairna ( Garam Pani ) region of the Nainital District with the help of HSS activist Shri Surender Singh Jalal. More than 150 villagers and activists participated in the program. Villagers, men, women and young activists from around 20 villages of this region comprising of Betalghat, Aamwadi, Ratora, Khairna, Vardha Vartora, Simalkha, Dhaniakot, Gairkhal, Ramgarh, Haroli, Dhari Badheri, Suyalbadi, Chhimi, Paldi, Samrad, Vasgaon, Chaufa and some more participated in the campaign and meetings organized by HSS in the region. A small team of local activists has been formed to strengthen the village level water and sanitation forums with the initiative of Mr.Jalal. 

A work camp and Campaign march was also organized by HIMCON under this program in the Sabli and Chopriali villages where women and youth groups of neighboring villages were also invited to participate in the construction and revival of Chaals or small ponds.

In the first week of February all our project partners have got involved with “Save the rivers” campaign marches and organized several meetings in different parts of Uttarakhand state. A big meeting is being organized on the 12th and 13th of February at Dehradun where activists from all over the Uttarakhand State would participate 

Newsletter and some citizens reports on Water issues in Uttarakhand Himalayas.

Himalaya Seva Sangh along with its partner organizations has brought out some citizens reports and documents relating to water issues and has also translated them into English and will soon be printing them for circulation. These reports are on : (1)Uttarakhand - Peoples Water Policy), (2) Uttarakhand Peoples Rehabilitation and Resettlement policy,(3) Uprooted Rivers and People of Urja Pradesh.  Another issue of HSS Newsletter “Himalaya Man and Nature” is being worked out and will soon be circulated among our members, partners and like minded organizations and individuals..

Documentation Center

Himalaya Seva Sangh has formed a team from members of our partner organizations to process document our collective efforts on Water and Sanitation issues in the Himalayan region. 

We are organizing a workshop on 14th, 15th, and 16th February where all the members would sit and work out a detailed report of our work on Water issues in the Uttarakhand Himalayas and also work out a joint plan of action for the coming years and this would be printed and circulated during the proposed National Meeting on Himalayan Waters in Delhi in the Third week of March.  
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